PFLAG pitts urgh chapter

Providing Support, Education & Advocacy for LGBTQIA+ families

Monday August 26, 2024

TO: John Moschitta, Programming Director
David Edgar, VP of Programming
and all the staff at WDVE Radio:

Pittsburgh is proud to be a safe place for LGBTQIA+ people. Pittsburgh’s annual Pride
celebrations now attract huge crowds: an estimated 103,000 people attended the march
and post-march festivities this June 1 (according to QBurgh), including major political
figures including Gov. Josh Shapiro, Sen. John Fetterman, and First Lady Jill Biden. Last
fall, our City Council declared Pittsburgh a sanctuary city for transgender people fleeing
persecution from an increasing number of states around the nation.

Thus we were extremely disappointed to hear repeated transphobic slurs on our beloved
102.5 WDVE Radio on the August 3, 2024 broadcast of the syndicated program, The
John Clay Wolfe Show.

464 John Clay Wolfe Show 08.03.24

Wolfe and his on-air crew mocked Algerian Olympic boxer, Imane Khelif, repeatedly
misgendering her and referring to her as a man. Below are some of the more egregious
comments from that morning's broadcast.

e They used the derogatory term “tranny” ten times [timestamp 00:51:40 & 49 /
52:01 & 10/ 59:41, 44, 45 (twice) & 53/ 1:10:52]

e They "joked” at her expense that “men beating up women” is a new Olympic
sport [00:52:34]

e They compared her matches to lke and Tina Turner’s relationship [00:52:41]

e In reference to transgender people they stated, “Luckily, there’s only 19 of
those people in the entire world, so it's okay” [01:04:00].

This letter has been signed by community organizations, businesses, government
officials, and places of worship from the greater Pittsburgh area. We are asking WDVE to
apologize for Wolfe’s use of the transphobic slur. We are asking WDVE to broadcast a
statement of inclusiveness and affirmation. For reference, Power 99FM in Philadelphia
(also an iHeartMedia station) plays an inclusion statement.

The John Clay Wolfe Show calls itself “America’s largest weekend morning show,” so the
things said on it have an impact. When Wolfe laughs while mocking a vulnerable group
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https://givemethevin.podbean.com/e/464-john-clay-wolfe-show-080324/
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of people, he is normalizing bullying. LGBTQIA+ people, in particular trans people, are
already targeted for harassment and violence at much higher rates than other groups.
Transgender people over four times more likely than cisgender people to be victims of
violent crime - Williams Institute.law.ucla.edu

The murder and dismemberment of a 14-year-old transgender girl named Pauly Likens
from Sharon, PA, earlier this summer was a grim, tragic illustration of this ongoing
violence targeting transgender people.

Pauly Likens: Suspect charged in gruesome murder and dismemberment of Pennsylvania
transgender teen | CNN.com

Tragically, trans women of color are particularly vulnerable to violence.

In 2024 alone 72% of victims of fatal violence have been victims of color with 44% being
Black trans women in the US - HRC.org

We know that LGBTQIA+/trans issues can be challenging, and so we, the board and
volunteers of the Pittsburgh chapter of PFLAG, would welcome the opportunity to come
give a presentation to the management and staff of WDVE. Let’'s work together to use
this incident as an opportunity to learn and grow toward better understanding, inclusion,
and caring.

Peace and Love,
e PFLAG Pittsburgh and Friends
e The ACLU of Pennsylvania
¢ Pennsylvania Representative Jessica Benham [Dist. 36]
e Central Outreach Wellness Center
e East Liberty Presbyterian Church Justice Committee
o East Liberty Presbyterian Church LGBTQIA+ Spirituality Group
e Rev. Dr. Patrice Fowler-Searcy, East Liberty Presbyterian Church
¢ Pennsylvania Representative Dan Frankel [Dist. 23]
e The Honorable Ed Gainey, Mayor of Pittsburgh
¢ Hugh Lane Wellness Foundation
* Pennsylvania Representative La’Tasha D. Mayes [Dist. 24]
e PFLAG Greensburg and Friends
e QBurgh
e Jay Ritter, owner Kensington Court Antiques
o Tri-State Gender Care Collaborative
e Pennsylvania Senator Lindsey Williams [Dist. 38]
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https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/ncvs-trans-press-release/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/ncvs-trans-press-release/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/us/pauly-likens-transgender-teen-murder-pennsylvania-reaj/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/us/pauly-likens-transgender-teen-murder-pennsylvania-reaj/index.html
https://www.hrc.org/resources/fatal-violence-against-the-transgender-and-gender-expansive-community-in-2024
https://www.hrc.org/resources/fatal-violence-against-the-transgender-and-gender-expansive-community-in-2024

